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thy cottage, than ever I was for the manor-house: prythee, William, can you tell me how to be thankful too ?
Will And't please your worship, I don't doubt but you are more thankful than I; you have a vast estate, and are lord of all the country I know not how far ; to be sure you are more thankful than I, and't please you.
La. I ought to be so, you mean, William ; I know that; for it all comes from the same hand.
Will. 1 don't doubt but you are very thankful to God, and't please you, to be sure you are; for he has given your worship great wealth ; and where much is given, you know, and't please you, much is required; to be sure you are much more thankful than I.
La. Truly, William, I'd give a thousand pound I were as happy and as thankful as thou art: prythee, William, tell me how I shall bring myself to be thankful; for though thou art a poorer man, I believe thou art a richer Christian than I am.
Will. O ! and't please your worship, I cannot teach you ; I am a poor labouring man ; I have no learning.
La. But what made you so thankful, William, for little more than bread and water ?
Will. O sir! and't please you, my old father used to say to me, that to compare what we receive with what we deserve will make anybody thankful.
La. Indeed that's true, William: alas ! we that are gentlemen are the unhappiest creatures in the world ; we can't quote our fathers for anything that is fit to be named: was thy father as thankful as thou art, William ?
Will. Yes, and't please you, sir, and a great deal more: O! I shall never be so good a Christian as my father was.